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Dear Readers,

During the month of February, we continued providing support to the process of finalizing the draft of the 
Private Investment Law and revising the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA), in consulta-
tion with relevant stakeholders and with inputs from Harakat’s experts in the field.
 
Harakat hosted the final high-level meeting of the Chambers and the private sector to review and discuss 
amendments to the law proposed in previous meetings. Harakat has conducted regular discussions about 
APTTA to incorporate views and inputs of relevant stakeholders to the revised document of the Agreement.

In order to improve coordination between the private sector and the National Development Corporation 
(NDC), the biggest state-owned corporation, we facilitated a meeting of the Chambers’ CEOs with the NDC’s 
senior management. The Chambers and the NDC agreed to increase coordination between the corporation 
and the private sector through an MoU to effectively address private sector’s issues.

In addition, we focused on exploring several potential donors for Harakat to ensure sustainability of the 
program in 2021 and beyond. To this end, in addition to intensive discussions with our existing donors and 
partners, Harakat had a meeting with a Member of the Board Mr. Sharam Gulzad to discuss ways in which 
we should reach out to possible donors for Harakat in the key areas that the program has had incredible 
achievements in.

Sincerely,

Noor Alam Hakimyar
Chief Executive Officer - Harakat

 Message from the CEO
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Harakat’s Featured Events

On February 02, Harakat hosted the final high-level meeting of the chambers to review the initial draft of 
the Private Investment Law. The meeting was attended by the CEOs of the Afghanistan Chambers Federation 
(ACF) members and representatives from the private sector.

Following detailed discussions about proposed amendments to the draft law by participants in previous 
meetings, the draft law was finalized and a copy was shared with the Ministry of Industries and Commerce 
(MoIC) for further procedure.

On February 09, Harakat facilitated a meeting of the Chambers’ CEOs with the National Development Corpo-
ration (NDC) to discuss opportunities for cooperation with the private sector. The two sides emphasized on 
improved coordination between the NDC and the private sector through an MoU to address private sector 
needs and concerns.

In the meeting, CEO of the NDC, Mr. Abdurahman Attash, promised to share a list of its projects and areas of 
focus with all chambers so the latter can come up with their plans for cooperation. 

CEOs of the chambers highlighted that the NDC should play more facilitation and regulatory role than doing 
the operations.  Mr. Noor Alam Hakimyar, Harakat’s CEO, concluded that Harakat can particularly contribute 
to increasing awareness about cooperation opportunities with the private sector.

Finalizing the Draft Investment Law1

Meeting of Chambers’ CEOs with the NDC2
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Harakat’s Featured Events

On February 23, Harakat’s management team had a meeting with a Member of the Board Mr. Sharam 
Gulzad to discuss sustainability of the program for 2021 and beyond.
The overall objective of the discussion was to explore potential donors for Harakat in the key areas that 
Harakat has had tremendous achievements in. Harakat is in the process of speaking to several donors in 
order to diversify its funding sources to continue its work with government, civil society and the private 
sector. 
Harakat’s work in key areas of public private partnership, public private dialogue, regulatory reform and 
investment facilitation, women’s economic inclusion, and trade and transit has greatly contributed to 
creating an enabling investment environment and making it easy to do business in Afghanistan.

Harakat has supported the MoIC to revise the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA) in consultation with 
relevant government entities and the private sector.

Through its trade and transit component, Harakat is holding regular discussions between MoIC and the private sector repre-
sentatives to incorporate their views and inputs to the revised APTTA document. Harakat experts in the area provide technical 
assistance to the consultation process as necessary.

The consultation process with all relevant stakeholders will continue at the provincial level as well.

Fundraising meeting with Harakat’s Member of the Board3

Revision of Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA)4



Harakat’s Newsletter - Issue 10 Page 5

Harakat as your Mentor

Key takeaway: Purchase all the necessary insurance policies to protect you and your 
company from financial loss in the event of a crisis or accident.

Although many businesses in Afghanistan are still new to purchasing insurance and there are limited 
companies to provide the services, it is essential that businesses protect their employees and property be-
cause Afghanistan is a risky country. Here are some steps to consider while purchasing an insurance policy.

This month’s issue will be focusing on purchasing an insurance policy, which is the sixth step of “how to 
start your business”.

Purchasing the right insurance for your business is an important step that should happen before you of-
ficially launch. Dealing with incidents such as property damage, theft or even a customer lawsuit can be 
costly, and you need to be sure that you’re properly protected. 

Although there are several types of business insurance you should consider, there are a few basic insur-
ances that most small businesses can benefit from. For example, if your business will have employees, you 
will, at a minimum, need to purchase workers’ compensation and unemployment insurance.

You may also need other types of coverage depending on your location and industry, but most small busi-
nesses are advised to purchase general liability insurance, or a business owner’s policy. General liability 
covers property damage, bodily injury and personal injury to yourself or a third party.

If your business provides a service, you may also want to consider professional liability insurance. It covers 
you if you do something wrong or neglect to do something you should have done while operating your 
business.
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 Private Sector News – National & International

World Bank pledges over $97 million in aid
 for Afghanistan
February 17, 2021:  World Bank says it has approved a grant 
from the International Development Association (IDA) of $97.5 
million to provide regular and predictable cash support to Af-
ghans affected by droughts and COVID-19 and improve food 
and nutrition security.

The grant will also help build Afghanistan’s drought early warn-
ing and response systems.
Full link: Tolonews

Gulfood 2021 Exhibition feature ‘Afghan made’ products 

February 24, 2021:  Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Live-
stock reported that 28 production and trade companies from 
Afghanistan have participated in Gulfood 2021 International Ex-
hibition held in Dubai.
Ministry officials told media that more than $100 million worth 
of deals were signed for the sale of Afghan agricultural and live-
stock products.

Full link: Khaama Press

India, Afghanistan sign MoU to build Shahtoot Dam in
 Kabul
February 09, 2021: India and Afghanistan signed an agreement 
to build the Shahtoot Dam in Kabul to provide drinking water 
facility in the Afghan capital.

Along with the Shahtoot Dam, India has pledged to commit $80 
million for various projects in the country.

Full link: The Times of India

https://tolonews.com/business-170065
https://www.khaama.com/gulfood-2021-exhibition-feature-afghan-made-products-2232344/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-afghanistan-sign-mou-to-build-shahtoot-dam-in-kabul/articleshow/80768283.cms
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 Stay Engaged with Harakat

www.harakat.af

Harakat.Investment 

Harakat_Invest 

Harakat_Invest 

Harakat_Invest 

For more news and updates about these projects and many other activities, please visit 
Harakat’s website and follow us on our social media accounts on: 

Also please send us your feedback, questions and suggestions via any of the above social media 
platforms or email us with this address: info@harakat.af 
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